WHO SAYS WE’RE A PROFESSION?
Beyond those active in the so-called original learned professions (law, medicine and theology) modern society embraces a number of practitioners who claim to be “professionals”.  We industrial hygienists constitute one of those areas of practice, but are we professionals?  Who says we’re a profession?  In “On Professions, Professionals and Professional Ethics”, Ronald Horn suggests that professions can be identified by the following characteristics:
· a commitment to high ethical standards

· a prevailing attitude of altruism

· mandatory educational preparation and training

· mandatory continuing education

· a formal association or society

· independence

· public recognition as a profession

The program for this year’s meeting consists of a set of presentations designed to address the first six of these characteristics; the wrap-up session will focus on the last.  In all of these sessions, the speakers have been asked to address the primary issue(s) involved as it represents the current situation in industrial hygiene practice.  Speakers have been asked to present both the “pro” and the “con” side of any argument that might be made that the current situation supports acceptance of industrial hygiene as a profession.
ETHICAL PRACTICE OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE: A STATUS REPORT

[Joseph Baker] presentation link
In this session, a discussion of what constitutes ethical behavior among industrial hygienists will be presented.  The efforts over recent years to refocus on ethics will be described by one of the participants in that process.  Anecdotal and limited case studies will be used to illustrate the nature and extent of issues associated with documenting deviation from ethical practice.  Problems associated with meaningful enforcement of a code of ethics will be presented.
WHAT MOTIVATES THE INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST: FROM ALTRUISM TO ZEAL

[Robert Wheeler] presentation link
This session focuses on the fundamental attractions that industrial hygiene has presented historically to prospective practitioners.  The changing “vocational culture” of newly prepared industrial hygienists will be compared and contrasted over several decades of practice.  From this backdrop, evidence both supporting and refuting the current practice of industrial hygiene as being “professional” will be presented.
CORE ELEMENTS OF ACADEMIC PREPARATION OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENISTS

[Peter Bellin] presentation link
The academic foundation on which industrial hygienists should build their careers is addressed in this session.  From the earliest attempts to define curricula appropriate for the formal preparation of industrial hygienists at the graduate level to the current situation where undergraduate (and graduate) programs increasingly focus on creation of a “generalist”, the challenge to academic institutions and industrial hygiene programs to “do the right thing” will be presented.  The role of accrediting bodies and other external influences on curricula will be discussed.
CERTIFICATION AND MAINTENANCE OF QUALIFICATIONS

[Chris Laszcz-Davis] presentation link
There is much debate about the appropriateness of various means by which the industrial hygienist’s qualifications can/should be defined and displayed.  The current status of the most relevant processes for assuring industrial hygienists have satisfied and maintain appropriate qualifications for practice is reviewed in this presentation.  A particular point of focus will be the positions of the ABIH, as administrator of perhaps the most meaningful of these efforts directed at mandatory continuing education.
INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE SOCIETIES: A LOOK AT CURRENT OPTIONS

[Bill Krebs] presentation link (not available)
The organizations to which the practicing industrial hygienist is drawn are as many and varied as the practice itself.  In this discussion, a brief history of the evolution of organizations devoted to, and/or accommodating to some extent, the interests of the practicing industrial hygienists will be provided.  The recent trends and current options for the industrial hygienist, in terms of the number and variety of organizations catering to the field will be described and examined.
HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE SCOPE OF INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE PRACTICE

[George Cvejanovich] presentation link (not available)
To be sure, the practice of industrial hygiene has changed over the careers of most of us.  In this session, examination of the changing nature of the industrial hygienist’s “typical day” will be presented by someone who has experienced firsthand much of the evolution of the practice.  The impact of these changing roles on the ability to readily define the work routine as “industrial hygiene” will be explored.
SO, WHAT’S IT ALL MEAN?  ARE WE A PROFESSION?
[Bob Soule] presentation link
In this wrap-up session, attempts will be made to reach a consensus as to whether industrial hygiene, as currently practiced, appears to satisfy the basic definition(s) of a “profession”.  Attendees will be polled to evaluate whether, and to what extent, each of the characteristics represented by these formal presentations appears to be evident among practitioners of industrial hygiene.  Discussion as to what the nature and level of public recognition of industrial hygiene is will complete the assessment.

