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BGC = Board for Global EHS 
Credentialing

BGC = new large organizational umbrella

ABIH and IPEP are credentialing divisions within BGC



American Board of 
Industrial Hygiene

Institute of Professional 
Environmental Practice

CPPS

NEW!!
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1. Your certification/designation is the same
2. We have the same application requirements
3. We have the same exams
4. We have the same recertification requirements
5. We have the same fees
6. We have the same board members
7. All credentials will be self-supporting

Nothing Has Changed…



QEP – Qualified Environmental Professional
meets application requirements plus 7 years or more experience

2 Part Exam: General Environmental Science + Specialty Exam

QEP Specialty Exams (four choices): Air Quality, Solid & Hazardous Waste, 
Water Quality, and Environmental Science, Management & Policy

www.ipep.org
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Body of Knowledge - EPI

Sub-Part A, Basic Sciences Wt % 

• Chemistry 7 

• Physics 6 

• Earth Science/Geology  4 

• Ecology 4 

• Toxicology and Risk Assessment 4 

Sub-Part B, Mathematics 
• Mathematics/Statistics 5 

• Data Management 6 

• Environmental Economics (Risk & Cost Benefit Analysis)  6 

Sub-Part C, Environmental Science, Management & Policy 

• Environmental Quality Standards 5 

• Basic Principles of Environmental Systems 5 

• Cross-Media Impacts of Pollution 4 

•  Health & Safety Requirements 4 

• Public Information/Community & Regulatory Relations/Ethics 5 

Sub-Part D, Waste / Pollution Management, Treatment & Disposal 
• Waste Minimization, Recycling, Reuse 6 

• Hazardous Materials/Waste Management and Transport   3 

• Fate and Transport of Environmental Contaminants in Air/Water/Soil 5 

• Principals of Water, Soil & Solid Waste Treatment & Residuals Disposal  7 

• Air Pollution Control 5 

Sub-Part E, Monitoring  
• Air Emissions Monitoring & Inventories 5 

• Surface & Ground Water Monitoring 4 

 





Body of Knowledge - QEP

 Environmental Science, Management & Policy

⚫ Environmental Impact, Site Assessment, and Risk Assessment Processes
⚫ Global and Multi-Media Environmental Issues

⚫ Environmental Management Systems

⚫ Pollution Prevention, Design for Environment, and Sustainability
⚫ Development and Implementation of Environmental Public Policy

 Water
⚫ Water Systems- Surface And Groundwater 

⚫ Water Quality Assessment 

⚫ Collection, Treatment and Disposal (Methods and Unit Operations)
⚫ Protection of the Water Environment

 Waste
⚫ Fundamentals Of Soil And Groundwater Contamination 

⚫ Municipal Solid Waste 

⚫ Hazardous Waste Management
⚫ Site Remediation Radioactive Waste, Mixed Waste, Medical Waste

⚫ Treatment And Disposal Facility Siting and Risk Communication

 Air

⚫ Fundamentals Of Air Pollution Meteorology 

⚫ Air Pollution Control 
⚫ Toxic Air Contaminant (Tac) Risk Assessment 

⚫ Ambient Air Quality And Source Sampling And Analysis 

⚫ Atmospheric Chemistry 



What is the purpose of a credentialing body?

A.To assure sufficient numbers of practitioners

B.To keep out competitors

C.To assure the highest practice standards

D.To protect the public

E.To perpetuate traditions in the profession

F.All of the above



U.S. credentialing bodies are prohibited from 
manipulating the supply of practitioners in 

the marketplace or making decisions for 
economic or political purposes.



Total Diplomates (CIHs and CAIHs)

6,940



Active CIHs in Good Standing 6,849

Active CIHs with Unpaid Fees 81

Active CAIHs in Good Standing 9

Voluntarily Inactive 1

Total BGC Diplomates in 2019 6,940

End of 2019 Statistics



Examinees

Individuals who passed the exam 299

Past Diplomates reactivating +1

Current Diplomates recertifying by exam -11

Total New Diplomates in 2019 +289

Diplomates

Credential Expired (without notifying BGC) -47

Deceased -10

Voluntary Surrender -190

Total Reduction in Diplomate in 2019 -247

Growth in Diplomate Pool in 2019 +42

Changes to CIH Numbers in 2019



New CIHs Trending Up
2019:  289
%Passing:  50.4%



Examinees Number Passing Percent Passing

Spring 2019 315 164 52.1%

Fall 2019 278 135 48.6%

Total for 2019 593 299 50.4%

Examinees

Individuals who passed the exam 299

Past Diplomates reactivating +1

Current Diplomates recertifying by exam -11

Total New Diplomates in 2019 289



1.  California (783)
2.  Texas (435)
3.  Ohio (289)
4.  Washington (286)
5.  Pennsylvania (278)
6.  New York (263)
7.  Virginia (236)
8.  Florida (227)
9.  New Jersey (206)

Maryland (206)

Top 10 States with CIHs in 2019



Top 10 Countries with CIHs in 2019

1. USA and Territories (6,186)
2. Canada (448)
3. China including Taiwan (126)
4. Singapore (37)
5. India (30)

Australia (30)
7. South Korea (15)
8. Malaysia (13)
9. Saudi Arabia (8)

Taiwan (8)
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Computer Application and Portfolio 
System (CAPS)

• *NEW* Rosters are back online 

✓ Update your CIH listing:  www.abih.org 

✓ Privacy settings

✓ “Opt-in” to the public and private rosters

• Apply online

• Certification Maintenance

✓ Online vs. MS Excel…

✓ Upload your documentation (optional)

• Pay your dues



Upcoming Deadlines

• December 2019 last cycle for “CM worksheet” 
✓MS Excel version

✓ CM cycle deadline: February 1, 2020

• CIH/CAIH 2020 annual renewal fee due: 

January 15, 2020

• CIH application/reapplication deadline: 

February 1, 2020



Retirement Status

• The BGC Board approved the creation of a designation for CIHs 

and QEPs who are at the end of their careers.  

• The designation cannot be used in place of a CIH or QEP 

credential for work.  However, it will provide an opportunity to 

acknowledge the contribution of CIH or QEP in good standing 

toward the protection of the public and the environment, and 

will allow for on-going engagement with the professional 

community. 

• BGC is working with the software developer to modify CAPS.  

An email will be sent in the coming weeks, once final details 

are complete.



ABIH® IMPACT Award
The ABIH® Impact Award is awarded to a 

Certified Industrial Hygienist® or Certified 

Associate Industrial Hygienist® who has 

made a major contribution to the practice 

of occupational and environmental 

hygiene.



ABIH® Lynn C. O’Donnell 

Lifetime Achievement 

Award
The ABIH® Lynn C. O’Donnell Lifetime 

Achievement Award is the highest honor 

awarded by BGC® for exemplary 

contributions to the practice of 

occupational and environmental hygiene 

that have culminated over a lifetime of 

work.



Recognition for New 2019 CIHs




